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| WASHINGTOM — The Nixon. adminis-
tration was advised by the Central ‘In-
“telligence Agency in 1969 that it could imme-

-diately withdraw from Vietnam and “all of
Southeast Asia vould remain just as it is at

least for another zeneration.”

Government  documents revealed Friday
that the CIA offered the foll owing prediction

of what would happen if President Nixon, at
the start of his administration, had pulied all |

U.S. troops out of Vietnam and epened -the
way to-a possible Viel Con(u ake-over of the
Sawon government:.

“We wou’d lose Laos mnnodldtclv "Siha-
nouk would preserve Cambodia by a strad-

dling effort. All of Southeast Asia would remaln
" just as ‘it is at least for another gencration.

“Thalland, in particular, would continue to
maintain c)ow refations ‘with the U.S. and
would seck additional support,” Simulta-

neously, Thailand would make overtures and

move toward China and the Soviet Union. It
would simply take aid from both sides to pre-
serve 1ts independence,

“Noxth Vietnam would consume itself in
Only Laos wonld
c.c‘fxmt(,.y follow into the Communist orbit.”

In totally rejecting the so-called comino.

theory on which U.S. policy was based in the -

Eisenhower, Kennedy and*Johnson adminis-
trations, the CIA took & position consistent
with a long line of cstimates datiig back to
the original U.S. involvement in 1954,

For example, the documénts show that on
\/?,May 25, 1964, the CIA declared in a Nationa!
Intellizence Estimate that the United Stales
would ““retain considerable leverage in South-

S

Robert MeNamara’s dsubts in 1506 on es-.

'ca!at,:zg the . war reve ealed, Page 6.,

.
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east Asia even il Laos and South” Vietnam

- canme under North Vietnamese control.” -

The CJA produced the éstimate as pmt of ~
“its pessimistic assessment of the valuc "of .
- launching

Vlntmxm IL argued that air attacks were un-
_ hkcly to break Hauei's will and carried the
- danger of escalating the war into o direct
confrontation with Conu numst China zmd the -

a bombing campaign against North

50wctUmon .
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“Reétaliatory measures which the North
might’ take  in- Laos end -Sauth - Vict
nam,” the CIA declarved, &
creasingly difficult for the U.S. to regard its
objectives as altainable by limited means.

~Thus, difficulties of comprehension .might in-
- crease on both

sides as scale of action -

-

“mounted.”

Former mevdmt Ivndon B. Johnson re-
]ecfcd the CIA’s advice and started sustained -
- bombing in February, 1865,

Similarly, President Nixon distegarded the
CIA estimate in 1569 and decided on a slow

withdrawal, an expansion of the war.into
Cambedia and Lacs and a pavtial vevival of
the hombing of North Vietnam.

On several occastons since coming to office,
Mz, Nixon has referred to immediate, tota l
U.S. withdrawal from Southeast Asia as “pre-

“cipitate” and the equivalent of “our defeat

and humitiation,” o
In various ways, he has signaled an in-
tention to preserve non-Communist govern-

©ments in South Vietnan, Laos and Cambodia,

Instead of vmllmﬂ out of Vietnamn mpvdly
Mr. Nixon has wi thmav n gradually, to give
the South Vietnamese a “reasonable (hance”
to maintain their present government, -

U.S, troop levels were at 540,600 when M,
Nixon took office. T They are scheduled to be
down to 184,000 by Dec. 1, close to the end of
Mr, Nixon's thivd year in office. The Prosi-
dent has not said when -- if ever -- U.S.
forces will be completely gone from Vietnam.

l\man\\lnk, Mr. Nixon stou(ly denicd that
the invasions of Cambodia in 1969 apd w.aos in
1970 constituted cxpansions of the war or

“were even related to political condjtions in

those countries,
In 1869, U.S. trcops joined South Vietnam-
ese forces in the invasion, while the Laos in-

- cursion was conducted by Vietnamese ground -

forces supported by U.s. plancs and hchcop
‘ters. -

Mr. Nixon defended both actions as efforts
to speed the “end of the wai”’ in South. Vict:
nam. Nevertheless, the administration has:
exhibited futerest in preserving the non-Comi-
munist character of the govermments of Laos
and Cambodia.

There has been a nmsswe mfus'on of mili-
tmy and cconomic aid Lo’ the anti-Communist

regimg of Lon Nol'in Cambodia, and U.S. air
power continues (o support South Vietnamese
and Cambodian avmy combat . operations

fmight make it in-

heels of Lon Nol’s ovutlnow of Sil fmouk

the man the CIA predicled would ratain pow- \/

er if the United States left Southeast Asia.
. The Uni(ed States did not leave, and Sihanouk
fell. In some’ guarters, his ov (’-‘Ilth\V has been
ascribed to the CIA. .

In Laos, the United Staies has continued
txtensive bombing raids both, along the Ho
Chi Minh infiltration rouies in the southern
part-of the country and in north Laos near the
Plain of Jars.

The north Laos opérations - bombing and
ajd to anti-Communist guerillas—are lmned to
- retention of a neutralist f'O\Cmment in Vien-
tiane, the capiral.

Thu government documents, diselosed to
The Sun-Times .by a rumber of reliable
.sources, show the CIA consistently réported
that the bombing of North Victnam was not
effective, either in military or political terms,

The CIA's estimaltes, the documents also xc-
veal, provided the basis for former Defen
Sec. Clark Clifford’s silent campaign to get
the bombing stopped in 1958,

The CIA’s Office of National I‘stmmtcs ad-

vanced the case against the borabing in lﬂfj\/_i '

despite CIA Dncc{m Joim A. MeCone's ad-
vice that U.S. planes “hit them harder, more
frequently, and mfhcl greater damage,””

In an April 2,-1965, memo to Sce. of State

Dean Rusk, \thc House adviser McGeorge
-Bundy and Ambassador Maxwell D. ’.laylm,
McCone argued that Mr. Jebnson's decision
the previous day to commit U.S, tm/\ps to
combat would: work only “if cur air strikes
against the north are sufficicntly heavy and-
damaging 1mlly to hurt the Noxlh Vietnam-
ese”

_He warned that a slo.v escalanon of the
bo'nbmg would open the U.S. government to’

“increasing pressure” from the press and
pubh(, opinion to stop the raids.

Then, McCone concluded: “We will find
OUISLXVCb mired down v combat in the jungle”
in a military effort that we cannet win, and
" from which we will have e\tumo dlfhcul(y in
extracting ourselvds.” .
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Thzs sfou is de)we d entnclJ {from nformation distrib-
uted by Ui uted Press International and Associated Press.

" ‘righted story in Saturday’s edi-

in an article today thal the gcneration..
Nixon administration was toldl “Thailand, in  par UCUl“"

‘would continue to ma ]Ilullll
; ¢ - Centr Intelligene
tb" the - Central | ACNCE Gose relations with the U.S

lAgency in 1969 that it cowd ang would seck additional sup-|

dmmediately  withdraw  from port.  Simuliencously, Thai-
Vletnam and “all of Southeast land would make overtures

‘Asia would remain just as it ¢ ‘and move {oward . China and].

is at least for another. gen: the Soviet Union. It would
eration.” jsimply take aid from beth
In another arlicle bused on ‘sides to puscwc )t independ-
material from seeret govern- ¢HC&- 7 -
ment documents, the St. Louisw “North Vietnam would con-
Post-Dispatch said yesterday, Sume itself in Lzos and South
that former Defensec Uo(_)omwihemcmm Only l.aocs wgmld
Robert S, MceNamara {old Pres- ldthmuh follow into the Com-
i ¥ 1 ‘2 Aot H i - -
ident Johnson privately’in 1866! m}m]: orbit. . _
that milifary. escalation ]n.“ The CIA ‘totally rejected
North and South Vietnam was| the so-called domino theory

not having the desired effect|on which U.S. policy was
and reported he saw “no rea- Ib'v;od in the Lisenhower, Fen-
sonable way to bring ihe war. nedy and Johnson admmhtla-
lo an ond S0on.” e itions,” ‘the™ Sun-Times says,

The SunTimes, in a copy- ‘and followed a position con

sistenl with a long line of esti-
the CIA toid r, mates dating back to the origi-
nal 1m koemonL in Vietnam mjj

e NATRTITE,

jlions, says
iNixon at the beginning of his 105
administration tha{ withdrawal:
would result in {he xmmeclmte
lo% of Laos.

+ The newspaper quotos aCl A
advisory to the President as
saying, Prince “Sihanouk
“ould prescrve Cambodia by
a- straddling effort. All of
Southcast Awa wou!d 1emam'
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